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By ]ack Anderson

A mysterious. oubbreak of
black water fever in South
Viet-Nam has led Army doc-
tors. to- wonder whether the
Communists
are resortmg,
to germ . war
fare.
A

filtrater could
wipe out or in
capacitate an
‘entire Army ©
camp with no i
more than a
spray gun. As
a precaution, our troops in
South Viet-Nam have been
provided with special anti-
biotics and vaccines.

Significantly, the North Vlet-
Nam radio and press have
started Dblaring - accusationsI
about American use of germ
warfare. It is an old Commu-
nist trick to accuse their ene-
mies’ of ithe precise tactics
they are using. '

During the Korean War, for
example the Communists ac-
cused the United States of
scattering {frozenm, disease-la-
den .mosquitoes over North
Korea. When ‘the people lit
their fires, the mosquitoes
supposedly thawed out and
with deadly bites started an
epidomie.

Puzzled Armerlcan experts
-wondered. how the Reds had
‘concelved such a preposterous
lidea. Then their research
furned up, the interesting coia-
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cxdance ﬁhaft Northem Siberia
is infested with a' hardy mos-
quito that comes out of the
ice in the spring and Pite@ the
natiyes. 4

Frozen Insec_:ts )
" Apparently the Russlans,
taking a lesson from the mos-
quito, had been experimenting
with frozen insecis. The use
of mosquitoes, ticks, lice and
other carriers to spread
discase is a weapons' systbm
of its 'own called entomologi-
cal warfare

Unfortunately, germ. war-
fare has become such a taboo

subject that the public is una-
ware of the danger. The blunt
truth is that the United
States, for all its elaborate
and’ expensive defenses, could
be devastated by a few enemy
agents smuggling bacteria into
the cpuntry In suitcases.

While the Russians, the Chi-
nese . and possibly the Cubans
have beea experimenting with
germ warfare, our own scien-|.
fists have nat been asleep in
their laboratories.

They have developed new
virus . and rickettsia strains
against which the world has
no immunity. This has been
accomplished by using chemi-
cals, radiation, ultraviolef
light and other agents to pro-
duce bacteriological freaks or
mutants..

Some are so deadly that

uaiversities in the vicinity of
the Army’'s. Pine -Bluif, Ark,

laboratories . have been g:wen

Viet Fever Hmi‘s Germ: Warfwr@ |

secret contracts to test the
wild life. constantly for the
slightest sign of escaped vi-
rus. Elaborate precautions are
taken, of course, .to confine
the bizarre germs to the labs.

A Boston outfit, called Phy-
sicians .for Social Responsibili-
ty, is oircylating a report that
“Government officials at high
policy-making levels are: advo-
cating use of biological 'weap-
ons in Viet-Nam” and that “a
contract has been assigned to
a_New Englanditoncern for a
rush program to adapt biologi-
cal agents for use in Viet-
Nam.”

Inquiring Senators learned
that the alleged contract was
supposed to have been grant.
ed to, Travelers Research, Inc.,
of Hartford Conn. However,
Pentagon spokesmen emphati-
cally denled any intention of
using biological warfare in
Viet Nam. The Government,
they added, also has no germ
warfare contract with Travel-
ers Research.

Conflicting Stories

This column was told a dif-
ferent story, however, by Dr.
Robert Ellis, who is directing
germ warfare  studies for
'Rf_x;aygleu_‘ﬁmnh.' He ac-

nowledged that the company
had germ warfare contracts
with the Air Force’s Office of
Scientific Research,.the Army

Materiel Oomma.nd and the
Army Test Om’cer at Dugway,
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scientxsts were studﬁng “the ;
behavior of toxics in tha:en-©
vironmeat.” This would - in-a‘
clude the use of air cux'rentsd
for the possible dehvery of .
toxic ciouds over a ta..get.{
They were aisc conducung«;
other research too secret tog
talk about, he said. §
Dr. Ellis convincingly’ de-:
nled, however, that their stud.'; %
ies had anything to do: with’ :
Viet-Nam, though he acknowl- ~
edged their research- could be '
applied anyw'here" in the’
world, N
In view of the Pentagon 8

earlier denial, this column'
asked the Air Force to check
again whether it had a germ.,
warfare contract with Travel- i
ers Research. 4
A spokesman acknowlcdged
that the company is workmg i

on germ warfare reseatch, in- . i

cluding a study of “amtudcs B
within the leadership element -
in the U.S. Government to-.
ward the employment of inca. ;
pacitating weapoas and the:
reaction of probable( bublic~
opinion.” *,

The pomt is that blologrcal
warfare could be humane. Qur i |
laboratories have developed !
germs that could mcapacxtate-

a whole nation without killing ’
a soul. The population would
be too:weak to resist an inva- |

sion, later would recover withe' .

|out ‘any-harmful after-effects. / '
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